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Tne ClAatSU

‘Ine CIA's reluctance to release inforrpation on its covert
ctivities at Syracuse Uriversity has prompted SU’s student
's‘-;papv:r The Dally Orange, to file a lawsuit against the
acy.
ve suit, filed last weekin U.S. District Court in Utica by the
Jzuily Orange, former Managing Editor Howard Mansfield and

-urrent Editor-in-Chief Scot French, alleges that the CIA has
Aclated the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) by not
sdequately responding to an FOIA request made by Mansfield
. December 1977. Mansfield had requested access to
“information relating to all past and present relationships
aztween the ClA and Syracuse University, including
information  about rescarch, - recruijtment, intelligence
cperations and surveillance of students.”

CLA Director Stansiteld Turner and George Y. Owens, CIA
information and pnv.x.cy coordinator, are named as mdnnduz.l
cemndants in the suit, which asks for the court to “‘order

defendants to produce the requested documents for inspection
2ad copying.’

During the past 17 months, Mansfieid has ‘made several
fcllow-up requests for the documents, and was told in a Dec.
22,1978, letter from Owens that ‘‘it is our best estimate that it
will 1ake another two months to complete the processing of your
request.” However, the CIA has yet to comply with the

request.

'We know the CIA was hers on campus,’” says Mansfield,
noting that the Washington-based Campaign to Stop
Government Spvmg {now known as the Campaign for Political

Rights) last year rejeased a two-page ClA document outlining

various student demouostrations at the SU campus between
1967 and 1970. The document, dated Jan. 5, 1971, detailed
“*student unrest and disruptive activities’ targe'cd at the CIA,
the ROTC and Dow Chemical Co.

_According to the CIA document, **Although no curreat note
has been taken of it, fairly recent information refiects a chapter
of SDS [the Students for a Democratic Society} on campus, and
other radical organizations are believed to exist there. Racial
troubles and radical potitical acnvtt'es at Syracuse can be
expected to follow the national pattern.”™

“The agency appears to have kept an especialiy close watch on
David Ifshin, SU’s Student Assoclauon president in 1970, who,
according to the document, “'began his political involvement
while still a junior high school student and continued it through
his Wheaton High School days and on to Syracuse.”” The CIA
called Ifshin. a former Natiwwnal Student Association president,
'imaginative and charismstic,” and credited him with “'the
beginning and the sustzining of political radicalism on the
Syracuse campus.’

Ifshin, now a Washing s, D.C., lawyer, says he made a
personal FOLA request for his CIA and FBI ﬁles in 1975, and
received “‘several thousami pages of matenial.’

In February 1978, SUJ tv~ame one of the first universities in
the country to adopt guiu=iines for dealing with intelligence
agencies. While the guideiines permit the university and its
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faculty to snter into non-secret research and consulting
contracts with the CLA, they ban most coyert ingsilizence

activities on £ampus.

VWith Tinancial Dacking from the local chapter of the New
York Civil Libersies Union and SU Student Asscciation, the
Dally Ovange has secursd SU College of Law Professors Daan
Braveman and Gary Kelder to argue the case in court.

Linda D=Stefano, executive director of the Ceantral New York
chapier of the NYCLU, says she suspects that agencies lixe the
CIA and FB1 try to stall when askzd to release documents
because ‘‘they don't waat the public 1o see the iitegal and
unconstitutional activities’”’ they have perpetrated on American
citizens. The FB1 has gone as far as caliing for 3 moeatorium on
granting FOIA requests.

Braveman says he feeis the CIA is delaying release of the SU
documeats in hopes that the Dally Oraage will drop its FOIA.
request, Maybe it ta.kes a long time to put this information
together,”” he says, ""but | can’t belizve it takes 17 months.””

However, CIA spokesman Dale Peterson says a 17-month
wait for information on agency activities is *‘not unigue. All
university requests take at least one yezar.”” The CIA must
“‘research over two dozen resources’’ to comply with the SU
request, he adds.

According to Psterson, the ClA gets 4,000 to 5,000 FOlA
requests a year, and currently has a backlog of 2,800 requests
and 300 sdministrative apoea.is He says the CIA wilf spend 53
md]-cm this year processing FOIA requests, and has 110

full-time employees doing nothing but resesrching thess
requests.

“We're trying *oworkonthisthmgasmuchaawocan"
says Peterson. *'But rtspondmg to umvemty requests takes
longer than some of the others.’

Braveman expects that, under the pressure of a pcndmg
lawsuit, the C1A probably will release at least part of its files on
activities at SU. But Peterson at CL\ hinted that the agency
may instead answer the compiaint the same way it has
answered Mansfield for nearly 134 years—wait a littie longer. 1t
then will be up to a judge to decide whether or pot to push the
Cl1A to comply with the request. The CIA has mml mxd- August
to decxdc what its next step wiil be.
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